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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

‘The @illespie-Synder House c. 1845-1875 is a 2% story three bay by
one room side hall/parlor frame house with an earlier two story stuccoed
masonry section to the rear. The house presently faces west with the
main gable running on a north/south axis. The earlier house has a
southern exposure with an E/W axis. The farm is on Post Road just
north of the intersection with Harrington Road.

The front weatherboard (novelty siding) frame block rests on a
fieldstone foundation with cellar. The steeply pitched roof is
covered with patterned slate with a central cross gable and two flanking
gabled dormers. . The rear two story kitchen wing is a much lower five
bay by one room stuccoed masonry section with exposed fieldstone
basement on the south side. The medium pitched roof is also covered with
slate. :

The west (main) elevation of the frame house is three bays across
with a southern entrance. The double door has two heavily molded panels
to each door and a single light transom overhead. The surround is plain.
The two adjacent first floor windows are double )¢ sash windows with
floor to ceiling louvered shutters. The entire first floor is covered
by a hip roofed front porch which is supported B¥e§ng£éred posts with
paneled plinths and molded capitals. A bracketédaslppoits a molded :
cornice. The second floor is lighted by three double single pane sash wiaw s
with louvered shutters. The cross gable has a round arched two over
two sash with arched shutters. The eaves to the rwt are extended with
rafter ends e osed. The peak of the gabled eave is decorated with a
pierced sawn ornament. A pointed finial rests atop the roof
to add to the verticality of the house. The dormers have a 2/2 arched
sash with a sawn ornament decorating each gable. The surrounds are

o Flamked at the base.
Moy e

The north gable end has a centrally placed 2/2 sashMwith louvered
shutters on each floor. The attic window has a slightly arched header.
The eave is simalarly decorated on a less elaborate scale with an arched
stick ornament and roof peak finial.

The south end has off axis (to the west) first and second floor
windows and the same third floor and eave treatement. The basement is
Tighted by two six pane windows.

The east side of the frame house is mainly covered by the rear section.
A narrow brick ¥ove stack does rise out of the main block along the east
wall to heat the front parlor.

The rear stuccoed masonry kitchen wing is five bays across and
divided into two rooms on the first floor. The western three bays
comprises the present dining room with an entrance in the western of the y
three bays.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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The window and door frames are mortised and tenoned and have a simple
corner bead. The 6/6 sash windows are flanked by two panel shutters

on the first floor and Touvered ones on the second. The first floor

is fully covered by a shed roof porch supported by square posts with

a stick balustrade. Five windowslight the second floor. An interior end
brick chimney rises out of the east gable end. The east end is primarily
covered by a two story hip roofed addition since the basement is fully
exposed. 6/6 sash windows light the previous basement kitchen.

The front frame block has retained most of its mid 19th century
woodwork. The side hall has a massively turned newel post with
curving flat oval handrail that rises to the second floor in a semi-circle.
~ Handrail is supported by boldly turned balusters with a decorated
stringer below. The four panel doors are framed by a widely molded
surround, ‘

The main parlor window and door openings are treated in a similar
~manner. The east wall has a slate mantel with cream colored spandrals
and an incised gold curvilinear decoration. The second floor details
are similar without fireplaces. The attic has also been finished off

and access s gained by a straight enclosed stair along the east

wall #ekeae. of o jhatl WGy

Interior remodelings have altered the first and second floors
of the rear wing. Curved window reveals and flatly raised paneled
doors point to a second quarter of the 19th century date. The basement
remains unfinished with a large cooking fireplace with simp]e‘she1f>
@ complete with bake oven and dumb waiter.

Mid 19th century farm structures include a Targe gambn@l roofed
frame bank barn on a fieldstone foundation directly south of the main
house aTong with a 1% frame granary which retains its decorative
bargeboard. A few smaller frame structures stand next to the granary.
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This exuberant mid to late 19th century Gothic Revival frame
side hall/parlor addition completely subordinates the earlier two
story masonry farmhouse to the rear. Lively pointed roof ornament and an
exaggerated height emphasize the Gothic Revival 1nten_kpn of .t
builder. The builder, was not confined to the exterio/{én ashioned

much heavier but well proportioned stair newel.

George Gillespie, who owned this house in 1877 also owned 144
acres according to the Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson patron list.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE 'COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[51FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / FITLE
Paul B. Touart

ORGANIZATION e
Cecil County Committee 10/6/81

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 0
Cecil County Courthouse 398-020

CITY OR TOWN —
Ellkton Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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William Johnson Mtpidernr) 877
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Carrie Abrams Lynch & Jan. 27, 1956
Harvey Fox - Executors of the Hstate of
Retta Fox \

Carrie Abrams Lynch & Harvey Fox
To

Arthur C. Synder & Doris C.

1L Acres $3,400,00

Wilmer A. Fox
To
Je Fred Fox
Je Fred Fox having departed 11/19/1951
Leaving will Liber X 317291

John A, Fox

To
Children, Wilmer A, Fox, etc.
141y Acres

Eleancr D, Gillespie

To
John A, Fox
George Gillespie June 1881
Will June 20, 1881 F 3/318
Deeded Land JGW 12/495

Jane A,, Rebecca, Horace C, June 28, 1902
Gillespie

To "
Eleanor Gillespie E Ce

3 tracts devised to George Gillespie

Te By Samuel M. Leedom April 13, 1858
HHM G/363 30% acres more or less

2+ From John C, Groome, Trustee

- March 25, 1862 WHR [ /266
Part of a tract ¢ alled "Delight"
128 Acres

3. From John Weir & Wite
May 23, 1866  HRT 17204 10% Acres
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